
Willoughby Babcock 

(1832 - 1864) 

Willoughby Babcock was born on 
January 12, 1832 in Scott, NY, the son 
of Samuel and Louisa Atwater Babcock. 
He attended the New York Central 
College which was located in 
McGrawville, NY during the 1850s. He 
graduated from there in 1857, and this 
is also where he met his future wife, 
Helen E. "Nellie" Maynard. He went on 
to attend law school in Albany, NY and 
was a practicing lawyer in Owego, 
Tioga County, NY when the Civil War 
broke out.  

In April of 1861, he was enlisted as a 
1st Lieutenant in Co. H of the 3rd NY 

Volunteer Infantry. In December of 1861, he was commissioned as Major of the 
75th NY Volunteer Infantry and was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel on July 21, 
1862. His men were dedicated and loyal to this great leader who never asked 
them to do anything that he wouldn't do himself. While some of the officers 
directed their men into battle from a position in the rear, Willoughby was known 
for leading his men into battle from a more dangerous position in the front. He 
was a heroic man who was greatly respected and loved by his men.  

His younger brother, Willis, was killed on July 2, 1863 at the Battle of Gettysburg. 
Another younger brother, Lucius, died at the notorious Andersonville Prison on 
September 18, 1864. Tragedy again struck this family the very next day when 
Willoughby was mortally wounded near Winchester, VA on September 19, 1864. 
His left leg was amputated by surgeon Michael D. Benedict in an unsuccessful 
attempt to save his life. He died on October 6, 1864 at the age of 32. His body was 
accompanied back to Homer for burial by his brother-in-law, Homer druggist, 
John H. Munger. His wife, Nellie, was 8 months pregnant at the time, and their 
only child, a son named Willoughby Maynard Babcock, was born in Homer 3 
weeks later, on October 28, 1864. 

 Seven years after his death, the residents of Homer took up a collection, raising 
$1,200.00 to have a special monument made in his honor, which stands 18 feet 



tall. This new monument was 
dedicated in 1871 on Memorial 
Day. The main speaker that day 
was Dr. Michael Benedict of 
Syracuse, the surgeon who had 
amputated Willoughby's leg 
during the war. In an excerpt from 
the beginning of his speech that 
day, Dr. Benedict said, "I come to 
you a stranger... not because of 
any skill of pen or eloquence of 
tongue fitting me for this solemn 
duty, but solely because he was 
for years my superior officer, my 
chosen companion, my trusted, 
faithful bosom friend, because I honored and loved him." (This speech in its 
entirety was published in "The Cortland County Standard" on Tuesday, June 6, 
1871, and is also included in my recently published book about the New York 
Central College.) 

 His wife, Nellie, never remarried and spent her life raising their son, and making 
sure he received the best education possible. This son, named Willoughby, also 
had just one son, and he was named Willoughby Maynard Babcock, Jr. In 1922, 
this grandson published letters and diaries written by his grandfather called 
"Selections From The Letters And Diaries Of Brevet-Brigadier General Willoughby 
Babcock Of The Seventy-Fifth New York Volunteers." A copy of this fascinating 
book can be read online and there is also a copy on file at the McGraw History 
Room located behind the Lamont Memorial Library.  
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