
Adelaide Fish Cumming 
(1905 - 1998) 

Adelaide Fish was born in Pennsylvania on March 6, 1905, but she grew up in Willet, 
NY.  She attended grade school there and then Cincinnatus Academy High School, 
graduating in 1922 as class salutatorian. In 1926 she received her bachelor’s 
degree, having won a scholarship to the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, 
where she majored in piano and voice.  

After graduating from college, she taught music for two and a half years at the 
Alabama College School of Music in Montevallo then joined a trio which sang in 
vaudeville, on the radio and in churches in New York City. She married Mark Hawley 
on December, 1932. Their only child, Marcia, was born in 1937. Mark and Adelaide 
divorced in 1946. 

Adelaide began her thirty-year broadcasting career in 1935. She narrated 
numerous radio and television programs including: “The Woman Reporter”, 
“Woman’s Page of the Air”, and “News of the Day” (an MGM newsreel). Many of 
her radio shows focused on the world of fashion; her program, “Fashions on 
Parade” (1948-1949) was television’s first such show. In addition, she wrote the 
scripts for many of the programs in which she appeared, as well as several articles 
and stories. 

Adelaide took on the role 
of Betty Crocker in 1950; 
she portrayed Betty 
Crocker on television and 
radio until 1964, when 
General Mills changed its 
advertising campaign.  
Throughout her career, 
Adelaide appeared as a 
guest speaker at numerous 
functions, ranging from a 
luncheon of the 
Advertising Club of Boston 
to 4-H Club banquets.  

 

 



In 1962, she returned to 
Cincinnatus as a guest 
speaker at the alumni 
banquet (3rd from left in 
picture). The topic of her 
talk was “Thank You 
Cincinnatus Central”.  

Adelaide also cham-
pioned women’s role in 
society, as indicated in 
the scripts for many of 
the programs in which 
she appeared. She wrote 

numerous articles and stories in which the role of women in American history and 
the importance of women voters were stressed. 

She left broadcasting in 
1964. In 1967, Adelaide 
was awarded a PhD in 
speech education from 
New York University and 
began a second career – 
teaching English to foreign 
students. Adelaide had 
married Commander 
Lawrence Gordon 
Cumming in 1950 and they 
moved to the Pacific 
Northwest when he was 
assigned to help establish 
Whidbey Island Naval Air 
Station.  

She taught for over 30 years, with her final semester ending only 3 days before her 
death, on December 21, 1998 at the age of 93. 

Condensed slightly from Hall of Fame nomination from the Cincinnatus Area Heritage Society; 
Picture: (l-r) Edna & Red Baldwin, Adelaide, Jack & Katie Wood, Alice & Jim Smith and Clesson 
Brown (?); Edna was an elementary school teacher, Red was President of the School Board, 
others may have been alumni banquet committee members. Courtesy of Sharon Pesesky. 


