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Major General Levi Richard Chase 
(1917-1994) 

Levi Chase was born in Cortland, NY on December 23, 1917.   Following 
graduation from Cortland High School, he attended Syracuse University.  In 
February 1941, with war looming, Levi entered joined the Army Air Corps as 
an aviation cadet.  He was commissioned a second lieutenant and awarded 
pilots wings upon graduation from advanced flight training at Maxwell AFB, 

AL in September, 1941.  He was then 
assigned to the 8th Pursuit Group, Mitchel 
Field (Long Island), NY, flying P-40 aircraft.  
The P-40 was a single-seat fighter, designed 
for both air-to-air and air-to-ground attack roles.  He 
entered combat during the North African invasion with his 
P-40 being launched from an aircraft 

carrier.  “As commander of the 60th Fighter Squadron he completed 
his first combat tour as the leading American ace in Tunisia with 10 
victories.”   

After serving in several stateside positions in NY and Florida, he 
returned to WWII combat in July 1944 in the China-Burma-India 
theater of operations with the 2d Air Commando Group.  He is 
credited with being one of the very few pilots who shot down aircraft from all three major 
Axis powers, after adding two Japanese aircraft to his total.  While in the Pacific, “he 
planned and led the longest fighter-bomber raid until that point by the Army Air Forces, 
some 1,800 miles from a North Burma base to Bangkok and return.” 

General Chase was in the inactive Reserve between 1945 and 1951.  Recalled for the 
Korean War, he transitioned to jet fighters, flying the F-86 Sabre and F-80 Shooting Star.  
His final combat assignment in Korea was as the 8th Fighter Interceptor Group Commander 

at Osan Air Base, Korea.  As a group commander at Luke Air Force 
Base, he “organized the original Air Force Thunderbirds aerial 
demonstration team.”  Chase held numerous command positions, 
including three wing commander positions, the final one leading 
combat sorties from Cam Ranh Bay Air Base, Republic of Vietnam.  
Next, he was the 327th Air Division commander and senior air 
member of the military assistance group in Taiwan. 

Chase retired in 1973 as a Major General, with his final assignment 
being the commander of the Ninth Air Force at Shaw Air Force Base.  
He flew an amazing 512 combat missions in four separate theaters of 
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war (North Africa, China-Burma-India, Korea, Vietnam).  His military decorations included:  
the Silver Star with two oak leaf clusters, Legion on Merit with two oak leaf clusters, 
Distinguished Flying Cross with five oak leaf clusters, Bronze Star, Purple Heart and Air 
Medal with 27 oak leaf clusters, plus decorations awarded by Britain and France, for service 
during World War II, the Republic of Korea and Taiwan. 

Upon retirement, General Chase returned to Cortland and 
found leisure for perhaps the first time since he graduated 
from high school.  He enjoyed fishing, spoiling his grand-
children, and playing the occasional game of poker and pitch 
with some of the "locals”. 
 

 


