
Sources:  “Stories of Cortland County” by Bertha Eveleth Blodgett and “Pioneer History of Cortland 

County” by H. C. Goodwin.   Note:  Many references spell his name as “Hathaway”. 

Major General Samuel Gilbert Hatheway  
(1780-1867) 

Samuel Gilbert Hatheway was born in Freetown, Massachusetts on 
July 18th, 1780, the youngest son of Shadrach and Hannah Chase 
Hatheway.   On the Hatheway side he is descended from William 
Bradford, the second governor of Plymouth Colony.  His mother 
came of Alden stock – tracing back to Pilgrims John Alden and 
Priscilla Mullens.    

In 1803 as a young man of 23, Samuel migrated to Chenango 
County and then to part of Cincinnatus where he later settled, 
naming the town Freetown after his childhood home. In 1819 he moved to Solon. Like 
many early settlers, he later told stories of finding his way through the relatively 
unmarked woods and run-ins with wolves and panthers.  He not only farmed, but also 
established an early gristmills, saving neighbors the longer trip to the mill in Chenango 
Forks.  He married Sally Emerson in 1808 and they had 11 children.  Sally died relatively 
young in 1832.  Samuel married Catherine Saxton in 1848. 

The General lived in an era where able-bodied men were expected to belong to the state 
militia.  The federal military was very small and the states maintained militia forces, for 
call-up in case of attack or insurrection.  He was commissioned a Captain in the NYS 
Militia on 1808 and steadily worked his way up.  In 1823 he was appointed a Major 
General by the Governor. He was respected and widely admired by his troops for his 
“handsome figure” and military bearing when reviewing the troops on training days and 
by the State Adjutant-General and Governor for his efficient administration of his 
Division.  

Samuel was Justice of the Peace from 1810 to 1858 and although he never formally 
studied law, he was trusted to be fair and use common sense in settling disputes.   He 
served in the NYS Assembly in 1814 & 1818, and the NYS Senate in 1823. In 1832, he was 
elected to the new US Congressional seat earned by population growth.  He was an 
elector for the 1852 Presidential Election and delegate to the 1860 Democratic National 
Convention in Charleston, SC, where the Democratic Party split into two factions, helping 
to precipitate the Civil War.   

By 1844 General Hatheway had acquired about 3000 acres in Solon and had built the 
elegant stone residence, now known as Hatheway House. He was a gentleman farmer, 
soldier, statesman and advisor to Presidents Polk, Pierce and Buchanan who visited the 
Hatheway manor to discuss their administrations. A self-made man, he was an influential 
force in Cortland County during a formative period.  He died in Solon, May 2, 1867.  Only 
four of his children out-lived him with today’s ancestors all descended from his daughter, 
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Welthea.  It was reported that the General was the most romantic figure which Cortland 
County had ever seen. 

  General Hatheway’s bust (pictured left) is 
on display at the Cortland County Historical 
Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hatheway Hall, located in Solon, is home to 
“Tinelli’s Hathaway House”—and used for 
banquets and other special events.  


